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From our Chairman
We have held some successful
talks since the first winter talk last
September, including the ever popular Christmas Quiz attended by
more than forty members enjoying
themselves helped by the wine and
mince pies kindly supplied by our
ever supportive President, Pat
Silvester, who was also in attendance.
The Christmas Cake competition was won by John Mullet (our
Schedule Manager) whose wife
Rosemary was delighted. The cake
was made by Sandra Fishlock who
was in the W.I. Women’s Section
team who were runner-up’s in the
Queen and Duke’s 70th Wedding
celebrations.
It is with sadness I report
on the loss one of our great supporters and Committee Members, Sylvia
Hebdon, known personally by a great
many of our Members when she
carried out her tasks as Schedule
Manager and then the Membership
Secretary. Sylvia has been missed
especially
her
happy-go-lucky
attitude to life bearing in mind her
tough fight in the last few months
before she left us. Milo her beloved
dog has gone to a good home and has
put on weight now he is not on
Sylvia’s strict biscuit diet and still
runs chasing his ball regardless of
his age.
We also lost the services of
our
beloved
Treasurer
Ann
Macpherson due to her wishing to

return to Scotland for family
reasons. Again we miss her with her
happy outlook on life. I am delighted
to report that Ann’s duties have
been taken on by Jill Rowe who has
swung into the task with ease.
Welcome to the committee Jill.
It is a busy time for me as
I have covered the Membership
Manager’s job after Sylvia’s departure and have got a lot of the paperwork involved on my computer
thanks to David Jackson our computer Guru. We need to get a new
Membership Secretary and when
that happens it will be easy for that
person to take over. So please if
there is someone who would enjoy
working with the team who make a
good
job
of
running
the
Horticultural Society and all it
provides to our Members and the
public, please come forward. Don’t
be shy.
Subscriptions are due for
2019 so if you pay by cheque/cash
please send them to me (address
elsewhere in this newsletter) or
come to one of our talks and pay on
the night. Sending out Membership
cards will be carried out soon. One
aspect that helps us is the many
members that pay their subs by
Standing Order. If you do not may
we plead with you to please take one
out? If you wish for a form to do
this then contact one of the
…….continued on page 4
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Forthcoming Events at the WI Hall
Evening talks take place in the WI Hall in Crookham Village, starting at
7.30pm. For those who need directions, the WI Hall is located at the rear of
the Crookham Street Social Club - post code GU51 5SJ for satnav users.
Please park on the gravel area by WI Hall, not on the Social Club’s tarmac
area.
These social evenings are very popular, helped along with a glass of wine
(or soft drink) & food provided free of charge! The current cost for the
evening is £2 for members (no charge for the AGM). Non-members are
always welcome and are asked to contribute £3.
After the AGM has finished, we endeavour to provide an interesting speaker
or demonstration (see below for details).

Forthcoming winter talks (& AGM) are as follows:-

14th Feb 2019
7

th

Mar 2019

Bulbs, Corms & Tubers by Brian Deaville
AGM & talk by Les Southall

11th Apr 2019

Bees at the bottom of my garden by Margaret Lennard

12th Sept 2019

Pelargoniums by Roger Butler

10th Oct 2019

Literary & Artistic Footprints in the Thames Valley
by Nicholas Brazil

14th Nov 2019

Apples & Pears in the Orchard by Gerry Edwards

12th Dec 2019

Christmas Quiz by Angus Cairns

9th Jan 2020

All Year Round Colour by Geoff Hawkins

Further talks will be advertised in the August edition of the newsletter, on
the Society’s website (see below), and by email from the Society.
Between issues of our twice-yearly newsletter,
updated information on events and visits can be
found on the Society’s website:
http://www.dwcvhortsoc.org.
The Society wishes to thank member David
Jackson for continuing to act as our webmaster.
Members please note that current copies of the
newsletter are only distributed to paid-up
members of the Society.
2

QR Code to access the
Society’s website from a
smartphone
or
tablet
without having to type in
the full website address.
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Future Garden Visits 2019
Our Visits Organiser, Angus Cairns, is currently planning further garden
visits for this summer. When we have more details, members will be informed
by e-mail and by updates to the Society’s website. We will attempt to
contact members who are not on our e-mail list by alternative methods.
Please note that it is in the interests of both the Society and members that
we can communicate by e-mail. If appropriate, please contact our Chairman,
Brian Leversha, to confirm or add your e-mail address so that the
membership database can be checked/amended accordingly.

30th May 2019
West Green House, Thackham’s Lane, nr Hartley Wintney, RG27 8JB.
The gardens of West Green House surround one of the prettiest manor
houses in England. It is a garden with a special and distinctive sense of place
created over two decades by Marylyn Abbott a renowned Australian garden
designer whose twin passions for English Gardens and International Opera
have created a unique environment.
Entrance free to National Trust members, otherwise £8 pp.
Arrive 2pm. Tea & cakes 3.30pm.
Pub lunch before the visit - venue TBA.

11th June 2019
Weirs Barn Garden, London Road, Hartley Wintney, RG27 8HS.
This garden is not usually open to the public but Mr. & Mrs. Lyons have decided to open it to small horticultural groups to raise funds for St. Michael’s
Hospice. The visit will begin with an introductory talk from the owner.
Entrance £5 pp & cuppa provided. Cakes to be provided by HortSoc members.

14th June 2019 (note Friday evening)
Flower Festival at Dogmersfield All Saints Church: A
Celebration of the Victorian Age. 7-9pm. Cost £10pp
to include drinks and canapés. Numbers limited so
early booking advised. Please phone Sue Smith 01252
850900 if you wish to attend.

July 2019 (date TBA)
Four Seasons Hotel, Dogmersfield Park, Chalky Lane, RG27 8TD.
Restored 18th-century manor house set in 500 acres of picturesque grounds.
Tour of the house and grounds followed by afternoon tea. Cost TBA.
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getting all the ‘jobs’ done.
At the Flower Show and
Fête this year on the 13th July we
have a return of some of the new
and old very popular attractions we
had last year and after a missed
year the ‘Fist Full of Feathers’ with
their stunning birds will have a
stand.
I always have to end with
thanks to the fourteen committee
members, the sponsors and advertisers, and all who come to our aid at
the Fête and of course Alf White
and family at the fête site farm.
And not forgetting our many
Members who without your support
we could not carry on.
Many Thanks.

committee (details elsewhere in this
newsletter.)
On the subject of our
winter meetings we were delighted
to hear that Alf and Brian White,
who own the W.I. hut where we
meet, have applied for planning
permission to replace the hut. The
existing hut has been in use since
the sixties and although it will be
sad to see it taken down it will, we
hope, provide the opportunity to
improve car parking which is a headache for us and the club next door.
Work on this year’s Flower
Show and Fête is ongoing with the
Committee meeting each month and
in the meantime spending much time

Brian Leversha

General Data Protection Act 2018

Please note that, as a result of the General Data Protection Act 2018, we
have created a Privacy Policy for the Society and a copy can be found on the
Society’s website: http://www.dwcvhortsoc.org. Members and prospective
new members are encouraged to read the policy and to contact the Society if
they have any concerns about how the Society will manage their personal
data. If you do not have access to the internet, and wish to read the policy,
please contact our Chairman who will be able to provide a hard-copy.

Church Crookham Garden Society
The trading hut is situated in the
Memorial Hall car park off Sandy Lane
and will be open on Saturday mornings
between 1000 & 1130 hrs from 9th Feb.
to 21st Sept. 2019.
In addition to their own members, sales
are available to DW&CVHS members on
production of a current DW&CVHS
membership card.
4
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Tips from the Judges
only unless otherwise stated.’ This
means a horticultural dish, not a
serving dish (plate). For example,
Division A, 23, ‘Courgettes’ - you can
show 3 Courgettes in one entry but
they must all be of the same variety.
Division A, Class 1, ‘Vegetables. A
collection of four varieties.’ The
definition of variety relates to one
type of vegetable. That is to say,
you may enter four different varieties of the same vegetable.
Division A, Class 2, ‘Vegetables. A
one-of-each-kind collection.’ This is
where you can put a selection
of different vegetables together.
We hope that this provides
some clarification and look forward
to your entries this year!

Two of our judges this year
made a few recommendations which
we felt were important to pass onto
our members. One relates to the
handicraft section and the other to
the vegetable section.
In ‘Division E, Handicrafts’
the judge asks that entrants please
ensure the exhibit is fit for purpose. For example, when making a
cushion cover please ensure that it
is functional in that it can be
washed. The judge was saddened not
to be able to award more points to a
beautiful exhibit this year due to
this fact.
Some clarification on terminology of ‘dishes’ and ‘variety’ in the
vegetable Division A:
Show Rule 6, ‘Constitution of dishes
- each must consist of one variety

Nicole &
Managers

Barnabas,

Entries

Reports on Garden Visits
Longstock
Water
Stockbridge
8th June 2018

Garden,

thatched roofs, and we were the
only tourists! After lunch we had a
short
drive
and
arrived
at
Longstock Water Park, which is in
the Test Valley.
The Beddington family created the water garden in the
1930’s. In the 1940’s the estate was
developed further by John Spedan
Lewis as a place to reflect and relax. He wanted to encourage all
walks of wildlife, he was an enthusi-

On a perfect English warm summer
day we left home and toured
through the delightful countryside
to arrive at our lunch destination,
The Peat Spade Inn, a rustic/chic
pub. We had a private room upstairs
for our group. The village is delightful, there are many old houses with
5
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the wooded area, through the rhododendrons and azaleas. There is
lots of colour. Around every bend
we felt we had ‘discovered’ a new
area. We entered the pond areas by
crossing the little bridges. We saw
lots of water plants, ducks, waterlilies and huge koy fish.
The whole area is idyllic. It
is a peaceful haven, beautifully kept,

astic studier of flora and fauna.
Spedan Lewis was a founder partner
of the John Lewis enterprise. In
2001 the Leckford Estate became
part of the Waitrose trading organisation and became officially the
Waitrose Farm
The garden is a true spectacle. The water is crystal clear,
there are two islands, bridges onto
the islands and walkways throughout. There are forty different types
of Waterlilies, and many other flowers, around the lakes.
The Head Gardener gave us
an introductory talk; he outlined the
history and development of the area.
We then wandered round the
grounds at a leisurely pace through
6
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4th July 2018
What a treat was in store for us at
this most amazing 2-acre garden; it
really is one not to be missed.
John (a retired nurseryman)
and Sally Selfe have created this
magnificent garden since 2003.
Strange as it might sound this
garden has actually moved house the couple originally lived next door,
then they moved and took the
garden with them with the help of
large diggers moving trees weighing,
in some cases, over a ton.
At the back of the house is
a very large patio with a spectacular
waterfall cascading over large rock
slabs and disappearing below the
terrace. There are numerous ornaments, which enhance the garden in
so many ways.
The wide sweeping lawn
stretches away and is surrounded by
many special trees; namely Blue
Spruce, Ginkgo, Eucalyptus, Sorbus,
Tree Ferns, Acers, Catalpas and
Liquid Amber. Borders surround the
lawn and they are packed with many
unusual shrubs providing colour,
texture and form to give all-yearround interest. Specialities are
Alstomerias and Aalvias. There is

and charming throughout. Many
words come to mind when thinking
about this place, for example: tranquillity, peace, beauty, nature,
charming, calm. There are plenty of
places to sit quietly and look at the
flowers and watch the wild life. It is
definitely a place we felt very privileged and fortunate to have been
able to enjoy as a private group. No
other tourists or groups were there.
After our visit to the
Water Garden we all went to the
Waitrose Farm Shop and Cafe where
we enjoyed afternoon tea. The very
well-stocked nursery, which is on
the same site and the Farm Shop
and café, is in a walled garden area.
At the end of the day most
cars were seen leaving with people
with happy faces smiling between
the greenery of an irresistible new
plant!
If you have not visited The Water
Garden, do put it on your ‘Bucket
List’. You will not be disappointed.

Barbara Cairns
Whispers Garden
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also a vegetable area, wild flower
area, water storage system and
greenhouse. The garden is still
evolving with the owners collecting
many unusual plants on a large scale.
What a great garden and so
nice to enjoy it on a lovely sunny day
with a picnic lunch on the patio.

Donna Gray
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Odiham Guided Walk

this was the main place of jurisdiction in the area. They still have the
cells where people were locked up.
Also in the library is a superb tapestry rather along the lines of the
Bayeux tapestry which shows the
history of the town. It was unveiled
in 2015 to commemorate 800 years
since the Magna Carta was signed.
King John, who built Odiham
Castle, used to stay there rather as
a B&B as it is half-way between
Winchester and Windsor.
We then strolled up to the
Alms Houses behind the church built
in the 1630s – originally only ten
small bedsits without bathrooms
with a shared toilet at one end of
the block. Interestingly, the houses
were not originally available for the
poorest people but rather for those
who had been disadvantaged, e.g. a
grocer who had perhaps become

17th August 2018
Nineteen people gathered outside
the Red Lion in Odiham for a most
interesting mini-tour of Odiham.
Our very knowledgeable guide
started the tour with a short
description of the town’s early
history and showed us Monks
Cottage in the High Street which
was built in 1300 and is the second
oldest inhabited building in Hampshire. He also explained how Odiham
was established and that it was once
one of the most thriving towns in
the area.
We walked across the road
to the library that was unfortunately closed during the afternoon. The
library was formerly known as Bridewell and over the years this building
has been a Jail, Police Station and
Magistrates’ Court. For many years

Tapestry in library - viewed during subsequent visit (Donna Gray)
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unwell and unable to continue his
business. There are now twenty-four
almshouses; these provide housing
for people who have lived in the area
for six years, do not own a home,
and have perhaps lived in social
housing in the past. The houses have
been extensively modernised internally and now consist of a lounge,
bedroom, kitchen and bathroom with
one resident warden.
We then entered the
church which was surprisingly large
with some very impressive stainedglass windows. One window, unusually
(but apparently not uniquely) depicted the RAF and the nearby helicopter base. All Saints Odiham is the
largest church in north-east Hampshire and is built on the highest
piece of ground mostly of flint with

stone blocks on the corners and
overlooks the Bury, which was originally the centre of the town and as

RHS affiliation and discounted entry to RHS Gardens
All bona fide gardening clubs and horticultural societies with an annual
membership subscription are eligible for affiliation to the RHS. Such clubs
and societies should have a remit to promote horticulture at a local level,
should hold regular meetings and/or hold an annual show.
The DW&CVHS meets all these criteria and is affiliated to the RHS.
One of the benefits of affiliation is the opportunity to purchase Garden
Reduced Price Entry (GPRE) cards.
GPRE cards can be used an unlimited number of times during the year and
grant up to two people a 30% discount on the normal adult entry rate at any
of the four RHS Gardens (except Wisley on Sundays).
Members of the DW&CVHS might like to know that the Society holds two
GPRE cards for use by our members.
The cards are held by our Show Manager, Sue Smith, and can be borrowed
after payment of a refundable £10 deposit.
Sue’s contact number is as follows:- 01252 850900
10
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such the market square.
In Wessex, after about 700
AD, the Church spread out by building ‘minsters’ where a small group of
priests lived and ministered to the
surrounding area.
The Domesday Book shows
that Odiham was one such place with
three priests and two churches
listed. Nothing remains of Odiham’s
Saxon church. The earliest parts of
the present church, the chancel and
tower, dating from the early
13th Century, show that even then it
was as long as it is now. The two
chancel chapels were added about
this time and the wide aisles were
added by the late 15th century. The
outstanding external feature is the

brick tower built post 1647 after
the old one fell down damaging the
south arcade in the nave. This was
rebuilt with four bays.
For
future
reference,
National Heritage Week takes place
during September and various buildings in Odiham are opened to the
public including the Cross Barn, the
Pest House, and the local heritage
centre. A visit might be arranged by
the Society for 2019.
A fascinating afternoon and
our
speaker
Derek
was
so
knowledgeable no question fazed him
and we all felt he could go on for
hours.

Donna Gray
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Reports on Winter Talks
Farnham Town Crier
by Jonathan Jones
13th September 2018

Catering
kindly
provided
by
Barbara Cairns
What a sight, there standing in front of us was Jonathan
Jones, the Town Crier for Farnham,
in full regalia. He wore a tricorn hat;
many tricorn hats have a feather in
(he does not wear one because they
get bedraggled in the rain). The
Feather is a sign of someone who
can read and write.
He wore a green coat with
attached cape; both were trimmed
with red and yellow, green being the
colour for Farnham (see below for
an explanation). He also wore a
bright red long waistcoat, also
trimmed with yellow, and magnificent shoes with shiny buckles.
Interestingly, in the 18th
century shoes were straight; he had
his shoes specially made, and they
are also straight, so when they
needed re-heeling he just simply
wore them on the opposite feet.
He wore black breeches and
long white socks which were held up
with suspenders. His shirt was linen.
Round his neck he had a
jabot; he told us they were not just
fashion accessories, but men used to
put perfume on them and hold them
up to their mouths when going
through the many smelly areas. He
was carrying a magnificent bell.
He gave us a short history

photo: David Jackson
of the castle. It was built in
Farnham because it is a good
distance from both London and
Winchester. It was built originally
for the Bishop of Winchester. It
was in the hands of Royalists during
the Civil War. Sir William Waller and
8000 men were in the castle and the
surrounding area. They wore Green
coats which gave Farnham the colour
choice.
Many kings and queens have
stayed at Farnham Castle. William
12
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Cobbett, a Liberal Member of Parliament, was born in Farnham. He is
the founder of the modern Hansard. He rode around England on
his horse and is buried in St. Andrews Churchyard.
The history of the Town
Crier is an old one. William the Conqueror used a Town Crier to give
out the news of changes in taxes
and laws. His news was delivered to
the whole country via Town Criers.
Because much of the news at this
time was not popular the Town
Crier came under the protection of
the king.
Jonathan then went on to
speak about the 18th century when
most people could not read or
write, so news was spread verbally.
The Town Crier would always
be in the same place at the same
time. He would announce a flogging,
a hanging, battles and the resulting
victory or defeat. He would even
give the news of a delivery of new
cloth for sale. He would often get
much of his news from the coach
drivers en route to their various
destinations. He would often stand
outside the local taverns or forum.
He would also have a scroll
with news items, which he would
roll up and put in one of the curls
of his tricorn hat. The scroll would
be put on a post for people to read,
hence the origin of ‘posting a note’.
Illiterate people would ask others
to read the news to them; it would
often be a clergyman who would
read it for the public.
History Lesson - A ‘stentorian roar’

is named after a herald of the
Greeks at Troy. His voice was as
loud as fifty other men together.
Here endeth the lesson and back to
Jonathan.
Jonathan told us how he
became a Town Crier. Farnham has
always had a history of events and
occasions. In 2003 Farnham council
decided to hold a competition for
the job of Town Crier. Jonathan and
two other people entered; one was a
man who would shortly become
Mayor of Waverley, so he withdrew
because he would not have time to
spare. The other entrant was a lady,
who also had a carrying voice; she
was a ‘hippy’ and also had many other
calls on her time. Jonathan won the
competition.
Interestingly, the current
European champion is a lady.
Jonathan explained that he will hold
the position until he wishes to resign
(or loses his voice), or loses the confidence of the council.
The position does carry an
honorarium of £500 per annum and
at Christmas a bottle of port, and a
cheese; he is still waiting for his
cheese. I think he does not claim
the £500 (it actually costs more
than £500 to keep the uniform in
good order!).
A Parish Council can appoint
a Town Crier but he is then called a
Bell Man. The position of Town Crier
in Guildford is held by the same
family, it is now the fifth generation
and is a lady. In Liverpool the Town
Crier stands by the Liver Building,
13
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and is sometimes invited onto the
luxury liners. Apparently the Americans love it. (as do I, and I am not
American!).
In competitions apparently they
have to (a) announce the name of the
town and (b) read some poetry.
Jonathan
has
travelled
around giving his talks. He recited
his poem about a paper clip. At one
venue he was downstairs giving his
talk and after he shouted there was
a big furore in the room upstairs.
Apparently it was being used for dog
-training lessons. The dogs all shouted back and became very excitable,
so then their owners also got excitable! It took quite some time for
them all to calm down! Jonathan also
goes into schools to give talks and
children often think he is a pirate.
A Town Crier will always
start his shout with ‘Oyez’, which is
Norman French for ‘Listen/Hear
Me’. They always finish by saying
‘God Save the Queen’.
A friend gave him a toy bird
which he keeps in the front of his
hat; when he taps the bird it whistles and real birds respond! He told
us that his bell was cast by the
Whitechapel Bell Foundry, based in
London.
Sir Bradley Wiggins carried a
bell at the Olympics, but it was cast
on
the continent. With the
popularity of the television show
‘Downton Abbey’ many Americans
want a bell so Whitechapel people
are still in employment.
Jonathan finished his talk

by shouting ‘God Save The Queen’.
Everyone agreed it had been a most
interesting and entertaining talk.

Barbara Cairns
British Wild Flowers
By John Negus

11th October 2018
Catering
kindly
provided
by
Monique Bolton
John opened his talk by saying what
a wonderful thing it is to belong to a
Horticultural Society (particularly
DW&CVHS I think). We gain horticultural knowledge, share plants,
enjoy outings together, and enjoy
the company of like-minded people.
John showed lots of slides,
with teams A and B having to guess
the name of the plant (often with a
lot of help from John). We learnt
about each plant’s common and
popular names and their Latin names,
where he had seen them, how to get
there and also at which time of the

Galanthus, always a favourite
14
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A big favourite is the daffodil; John said he was walking in a
wood near Ascot where there were
many true wild daffodils to be seen.
Wild Garlic (Ramsons) in Exbury
Gardens.
John showed us a photo of a
very large Arum Lily which was
growing on his neighbour’s compost
heap. Toothworts, Bluebells, near
Lower Froyle; look for Bluebells
about 4pm when the light is reducing, the blue colours stands out
more then.
Primroses, there is a patch of
oakwood near Redfields which is full
of them.
Cowslips - chats about cowslip wine
made by grandmothers ensued.
Lady’s Bedstraw, so called because
it was used to stuff bedding.
Ox Eye Primula, and the Fairy
Primula, which only grows in the

The winter Aconite
year they flower.
These are the names of some
of the photographs we saw:

Galanthus, always a favourite.
The winter Aconite grows next

to the oldest mulberry tree in the
country in Shakespeare’s garden in
Stratford. There are Aconites to be
found in the Queen Elizabeth
Country Park. We learnt that
Coltsfoot is so called because the
leaf shape is like an animal’s hoof.
Wood Anemones grow on
sunny banks in spring. There were
blue flowers, Gentian Verna, at Cow
Green Reservoir in Cumbria; they
grow prolifically in Austria.
Celandines
in
springtime.
John recommends that we should
eradicate it from our gardens by
digging it out in early spring before
the tubers ripen. It does, however,
look wonderful in the countryside.
Passion Flower (Parsiflora) grows on
Royston Heath near Cambridge; it is
quite rare.

Ladies smock at Dunsfold
15
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north of England on limestone, seen
frequently in the Dales.
John said that about four
years ago the field in Compton was
pink with Ladies Smock flowers.
Honeysuckle near Bentley
station. AKA Woodbine, it has a
wonderful perfume at sundown.
Orpine, in woods and around
Glencoe.
Crocus Vernus. John said
there are so many of these in a clay
soil area because many years ago
the villagers dug the soil to make
pots with and filled the holes with
plants from their gardens, they are
now abundant on the downs walk.
Best seen in February.
Purple Toothwort which is a
parasite; this can be seen at
Wisley/Wakehurst/Box Hill and
Saville gardens.
Frittilaria AKA Snake’s Head,
Fritillary, Bloody Warrior, Leper
Lily, Drooping Bell of Sodom, these
can be seen near Reading/Mortimer
meadows in Gloucestershire/near
the River Loddon/on the A17 to M4,
near the sign to Stratfield Saye;
park, go across a bridge, walk across
a dried stream bed. These are out
when the cuckoo sings.
Paris Quadrifolia (common
name is True Lover’s Knot) it is a
native of ancient woodland, can be
seen at the Warberg Reserve the
other side of Henley.
Knapweed which is used in
cloth-making at Pewley Down Park
Nature Reserve near Guildford.
Marjoram, also near Pewley Down.

Knapweed near Guildford
Star of Bethlehem (Ornithogalum)
near Oakhanger.
Persicara Bistort on the route to
Liphook. There is a very wet village
green which is covered with wild
bistort.
Globe Flowers at Glencoe.
Loosestrife (Lythrum) grows on the
Isle of Man.
Meadow Cransebill. John has
a friend who picked three and to get
a good photo of them apparently
growing in the grass had his girl-

Meadow Cransebill
16
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friend lie down in the meadow and
hold up the three flowers.
Sweet Rocket grows at Mill
Bridge at Frensham by the River
Wey; they have white and pink flowers. Also grows at Arundel Castle
past the Black Dog pub to a tiny
hamlet on the River Arun
Poppies, particularly in Norfolk.
Field Scabious on the South Downs
Orchids: Common Tway blade
(Neottia Ovatia) grows in woodlands,
grass lands and chalky soil (on Whyche Farm on the Odiham Road).
Southern Marsh orchid. This often
hybridises with the Common Spotted Orchid Dactylorhiza Fushsil to
produce the commonest hybrid in
southern Britain the Dactylorhiza x
grandis.
Spotted Common Orchid and
the early purple ones (see also
Southern Marsh Orchid). Can be
seen in the field next to Blubeckers
in late June.
Musk Orchid. Can be seen at
Selborne. Monkey Orchid at Ropley.

Pyramidal orchid at Harting Down.
Greater Butterfly Orchid, grows
near Froyle.
Lizard Orchid (this is the
biggest orchid in the UK), found on
Sandwich
Golf
Course.
Ghost
Orchid, this is the rarest in the UK,
last seen in 1985.
Slipper Orchid: John told us
how he drove to Arndale and got on
the ‘Orchid Bus’ from the car park.
They then walked to the limestone
pavement to see the Slipper Orchid.
They had been transplanted from
Kew. They are now very rare.
Flag Orchid can be found in thick
undergrowth.
After the many wonderful
slides (and refreshments) we met
again and had a chat about interesting ‘nature stories’.

Barbara Cairns

Funghi – friends or foes?
by Peter Herring
8th Nov 2018

Catering kindly provided by Donna
Gray
We were delighted to again
welcome Peter as our guest speaker.
As well as giving us a memorable
tour of Winkworth Arboretum in
May last year, Peter then joined us
in October to give a fascinating talk
on the history of the Arboretum
and the remarkable man who
created it.
This year’s talk, however, was
on the subject of funghi and what
an interesting evening it was! With
thirty-three
members
present,
there was clearly an interest in the

Musk Orchid
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subject even though we had no idea
what to expect.
Peter’s talk was heavily illustrated with some fascinating photos
and several trays of exhibits that
Peter himself had collected during
the previous forty-eight hours.
The talk started with Peter
informing us that there are approximately 14,000 species of funghi in
the UK, mostly very small and seen
as moulds. Only about 4,000 are of
the large (macro) funghi type. There
are lots of funghi around and they
help trees and plants to grow and are
a great help in rotting leaves etc.
Typical
mushroom-shaped
funghi are designed in a parasol
shape purely to enable the spread of
spores. Peter likened it to ‘apples on
a tree’. The underside of a mushroom
has ‘gills’, i.e. structure that looks
like fish gills. Their purpose is to
increase the total surface area to
enable more spores to grow. The
stalk of the mushroom is there to
get the parasol up into the breeze so
that as the spores fall off they can
be spread by the wind.
An alternative make-up is

the ‘sponge cap’ that has thousands
of
tiny
tubes;
alternatively,
‘Hedgehog Fungus’ with many ‘teeth’,
the spores growing on the teeth.
These structures are all designed to
increase the area on which spores
can grow.
A couple of stats…(1) for
every person on the planet there are
2.25 tons of funghi and (2) if you
were to measure the amount of Mycelium in a teaspoonful of good soil
it would be 2 or 3 km in length. Mycelium is of the order of 5 microns
in diameter. As it seemed important
to understand what Mycelium is,
herewith the dictionary definition:
the mass of interwoven filamentous
hyphae that forms especially the
vegetative portion of the thallus of
a fungus and is often submerged in
another body (as of soil).
Mushrooms don’t always need
stalks; for example ‘brackets’ can
grow on the side of a tree and their
undersides are covered in thousands
of short tubes with spores. The type
of funghi that grow on trees, as well
as most edible fungi, grow in cellulose material. Cellulose is what
plants are primarily made of, except
for the parts of plants that we can
eat. The types of fungi that use cellulose have adapted to grow on different kinds of cellulose. Some grow
on living trees, some on tree stumps
and fallen logs, and some may appear
to be growing out of the ground
when in fact they're growing from a
piece of wood rotting in the ground.
Popes Buttons funghus has a

photo: David Jackson
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these days. However, Snowy Ink
Caps love old cattle dung. It is not
known why funghi are different colours – unlike flowers.
Lichen is an association of fungus
and algae. They must grow together
and can typically be found on gravestones.
Eating them
200,000 tons of mushrooms are eaten in the UK annually. Quorn is a
fungus of which a huge amount is
consumed.
Parasitic fungus - parasite on the
body of a caterpillar – a delicacy in
China. Chanterelle grow under fruit
trees – beware ‘false chanderells’,
they look almost identical. Oyster
mushrooms are grown in very large
numbers commercially. They could
be grown at home on water-soaked
paperback books.
In China there are over 270 different species of mushrooms eaten.
Beef steak fungus – bleeds when cut!
Chicken of the woods – texture like
chicken when young.
Hen of the Woods – edible but not
common
Nasties
Giant Polypone – two to three feet in
diameter – will kill a Beech tree.
Honey fungus is the common name
given to several different species of
fungi that attack and kill the roots
of many woody and perennial plants.
The most characteristic symptom of
honey fungus is white fungal growth
between the bark and wood usually
at ground level. Clumps of honeycoloured toadstools sometimes appear briefly on infected stumps in
autumn.

shiny bit on top where the spores
are located. They grow on oak trees
that have been recently felled, i.e. 1
-2 years after felling, but are not
there after 4-5 years.
Coral funghi only grow on
conifer wood. Orange Peel funghus
is brilliant orange in colour and often resembles orange peels strewn
on the ground; its spores grow on
the inside of the cups. Puff Balls
funghus – when pore is open the
slightest knock and it will emit a
puff of ‘smoke’, each one containing
thousands of spores.
Birds Nest fungus grows on twigs –
‘eggs’ in nest contain the spores.
Earth Stars are common – like puff
balls – but peel back like orange
peel, often found in litter under
bushes. Porcelane fungus is often
found in large clusters on dead
beech trees. Magpie Ink Caps –
come up almost overnight but by the
next day they turn into black mush,
fall onto the ground, and are spread
by water. In the past they have
been used for making ink. A rare
fungus is Jack-O-Lantern – the only
one in England that glows due to
luminosity. Green Elf Cap has a
green tinge, is rare, and only produces spores when the conditions
are just right. Tiger’s Eye – has tiny
stalks close to the ground.
Some funghi are very specific on what they will grow on, e.g.
on a pine cone. Lots of funghi like to
grow on dung, e.g. Dung Roundhead –
not generally found in dairy fields
because cowpats are fairly sterile
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freshments for the evening were
kindly paid for by our
President,
Pat Silvester.
Part 1 of the quiz comprised
50 questions, some of which were
quite obscure! Even the most knowledgeable of our competitors were
stumped by some of them. Thankfully, the more difficult questions
were supplemented by a few easier
ones.
During the break we held the
raffle and thanks to all who bought
tickets thereby adding a few more
pounds to our funds. Also during the
break we held a draw for a homebaked Christmas Cake. The draw
winner was committee member John
Mullett. Many thanks to Sandra
Fishlock for baking and donating her
splendid cake in support of the
Society.
After the break, Part 2 comprised a musical quiz where no written answers were required. Angus
read out a few words and the audience had to identify the correct
Christmas Carol and then sing the
appropriate carol. Much hilarity ensued although this was probably due
mostly to some boisterous singing
from some of our more enthusiastic
members! There were no winners or
losers – everyone won a prize.
Many thanks to Angus and
Barbara for providing the beautiful-

Death Cap mushrooms are
Britain’s most poisonous variety of
mushroom and are becoming increasingly abundant. They are highly toxic
and kill up to 90 per cent of those
unfortunate enough to eat one.
Ring Worm – fungal infection.
Farmers susceptible to lung diseases. Normal antibiotics don’t work.
Penicillin is a fungal product. Worth
£50 billion a year to the pharmaceutical industry.
Peter’s talk was followed by
a question and answer session.
Apparently, mid-October to early
November is the best time for
mushrooms as the frost kills them
off after this.
On the question of whether
Truffles are related to funghi the
answer was that they are a fungus
that grows below ground although
truffles found in the UK are not
generally edible.
Many thanks to Peter for a fascinating evening.

Ed

Christmas Quiz Night

by

Angus Cairns 13th Dec 2018
Another fun evening hosted by our
expert quizmaster Angus. Forty
members sat down to an enjoyable,
if somewhat taxing, quiz. This year
the Society had purchased a
portable PA system that made it
possible for Angus to make himself
heard above the sometimes boisterous crowd.
The quiz comprised two parts,
separated by a half-hour break for
mince pies and a top up of our wine
glasses. Please note that all the re-

photos: David Jackson
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fled to the mainland.
The Germans attacked St
Peter Port in June 1940; tomato
trucks were mistaken for military
vehicles in a bombing raid that killed
33 civilians. Guernsey surrendered
on June 30, the first Germans landing on the new runway that had only
been finished in 1938. Islanders
went to the airport to watch their
arrival.
The Occupation followed,
bringing with it curfews, and the day
-to-day running of the island came
under a Controlling Committee. All
lines of communication were cut off,
radios were confiscated, and identity cards were mandated.
Mike explained the difference between evacuees (voluntary
leavers to friendly countries) and
deportees (taken against their will
and imprisoned). Around 2,000 people were deported from the Channel
Islands, 896 of them being from
Guernsey. Apparently, the figure of
2,000 deportees (with UK passports) from the Channel Islands was
to match the number of civilians
interned by the British Government
following campaigns in Iraq etc., a
move that had annoyed Hitler and
which triggered the retaliation.
The Germans then decided
which of the Guernsey residents
were to report to the harbour with
one suitcase each. Mike and his family were amongst this group and they
were then taken by train to Paris.
Mike was aged three at the time. On
arrival in Paris they were able to eat
sandwiches that they had brought
with them but were desperately
thirsty. Thankfully, some locals kindly brought them buckets of water
and fruit.
Final stop was a camp adja-

ly-wrapped prizes.
Chairman Brian ended the evening by
thanking Angus for compiling and
running the quiz and Barbara for her
sterling support.

Ed

A Guernsey Deportee
by Mike Martel

10th Jan 2019
Catering
kindly
provided
by
Barbara Cairns
It is always rewarding to be entertained by one of own members and
this talk was no exception. The subject was obviously of great interest
as we almost had a ‘full house’.
Mike started his talk by
recommending a book by Mary Ann
Shaffer ‘The Guernsey Literary and
Potato Peel Pie Society’, published in
2008. The book tells the story of a
writer who visited Guernsey in the
aftermath of World War 2 and decided to write about the residents’
experiences during the war. A film
was subsequently produced in 2018,
based on the book, and apparently
gives an accurate insight into what
life was like living under the Germans.
With the approach of war,
many families were split up, and children were sent away to safety. By
the time the Germans landed in
Guernsey half the population had
21
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cent to the Dortmund-Ems canal
where there were constant worries
that a British bombing raid might
breach the canal banks and flood
their camp. Thankfully, the camp
commander treated the Brits well
because he had in turn been treated
well by the British when he was a
prisoner-of-war during WW1. Most
of the guards were WW1 veterans.
Around 6-8 weeks later,
they were shipped to another camp
at Biberach where they stayed for a
further eighteen months. It was
close to the railway and kindly traindrivers brought them hot water for
washing.
There was a school in the
camp for approximately sixty children with five teachers. They had
lessons in the morning and free time
in the afternoons.
Accommodation was in typical military huts with bunk beds and a wood
-burning stove.
There were lots of skilled
people among the deportees and
they were happy to pass on their
skills to others or use those skills to
make useful items. Mike’s father
was a shoemaker, one of five in their
camp. One day, he was approached

Cribbage board made by Mike’s
father in Biberach.
by the Germans and asked if he
would volunteer to transfer to another camp where there were no
shoemakers. Mike’s father agreed to
go and the family moved to Liebenau
camp, previously a home for people
with mental health issues where
they had been cared for by nuns.
Liebenau had been selected by the
Germans as a holding centre for detainees with the hope that some of
them could be swapped for German
POWs at a later date. To provide
more space, the Germans euthanised
five hundred elderly patients and
then brought in civilian captives
from all the European countries that
they were at war with. By 1943
there were 643 people in the camp
and it was very crowded. At this
time they started to repatriate
some of their captives; for example,
the crew of a U-Boat were swapped
for some American servicemen.
Mike showed us many photos taken at the time of their incarceration and expressed surprise
that people possessed cameras and
were even able to develop films and
print photos. Apparently, people
always seemed to be able to source
materials so that they could, for
example, knit jumpers etc.
By December 1944 the de-

photos: David Jackson

Red Cross parcel sent to Guernsey
in December 1944.
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portees became quite concerned by
the lack of food for their relatives
who had remained in Guernsey. The
Red Cross managed to get food parcels from Lisbon to the island from
time-to-time. The Germans on
Guernsey were also very hungry by
that time but they did not take any
of the Red Cross parcels destined
for the islanders.
In the end, Mike and his
family were liberated by the American army and their tanks although,
as they approached the camp, the
Americans nearly bombarded it
thinking that it might be a military
base.
Throughout their period of
incarceration, the deportees were
very resourceful and produced some
ingenious craftwork. Mike’s mother
kept lots of memorabilia and Mike
had brought along a selection of
items that we were able to view during the interval.
Repatriation took place in
batches although many were not
returned to Guernsey immediately
because there was not enough food
on the island for them all to return
at once. Mike and his family spent a
few months with family in Maidstone, Kent, before moving back to
Guernsey. Thankfully, they were
able to return to their family house
that had been looked after by
Mike’s grandfather. Those islanders
who had been evacuated to Britain
were often children who had moved
away with their schools leaving parents behind for the duration of the

Flowers made from unravelled string
and dyed by Mike’s mother, a skill
that was unique to Liebenau.
war. After five years of separation,
some children struggled to accept
their parents on their return.
After the refreshment break, Mike
took questions from the audience.
A fascinating talk that was
much enjoyed by all. Chairman Brian
thanked Mike for preparing and delivering his talk at no charge to the
Society and presented Mike with a
couple of bottles of wine (French of
course!).

Ed

Vacant Committee Position
Membership Secretary

urgently needed - please help if you can.
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Annual Membership Application/Renewal
Dogmersfield, Winchfield & Crookham Village Horticultural Society

Benefits of membership include:

Free entry to our annual Flower Show & Fête

Comprehensive annual Show Schedule

Twice-yearly newsletter with Show results in summer edition

Reduced admission to winter talks with wine and food

Summer garden visits in the locality

30% off entry charges to RHS gardens

Annual draw for 2 tickets to an RHS Flower Show

Free horticultural advice

Discounted garden supplies from local club

Opportunity to meet like-minded people sharing a love of horticulture

Application for Family Membership

£7 p.a.

Application for Senior Citizen (65+) Family M/ship £5 p.a.
Where possible, payment by Standing Order is requested.
Account Name:
Dogmersfield, Winchfield & Crookham Village
Horticultural Society
Bank & Branch:
Lloyds TSB Fleet Branch
Account No: 00074552
Sort Code: 30-93-32
Standing order mandate forms are available on request.
If you have any queries please contact Jill Rowe on 01252 810600.
If paying by cheque, please make payable to the Society, as above, and send
(with SAE for membership card) to Brian Leversha, Daegmarsfield Farm,
Church Lane, Dogmersfield, RG27 8SZ.

Name:……………………………………………….Address: …………………………………………..……………………
………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………......…………………
Phone…………………...…………………...Email:……………….……..………………………….…………………………
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
of the
Dogmersfield, Winchfield and Crookham Village
Horticultural Society
Thursday 7th March 2019
(7.30 pm at the W.I. Hall, The Street, Crookham Village)

AGENDA
1

President’s Welcome.

2

Approve Minutes of last year’s Annual General Meeting.

3

Approve the Chairman’s Report.

4

Approve the Annual Accounts after a presentation by the
Treasurer.

5

Election of Officers – Chairman, Secretary, Treasurer and
Committee Members.

6

Consider any motions notified to the Secretary of
the Society at least 28 days prior to the date of the AGM.

7

Draw two tickets for an RHS Flower Show from the
Membership list.

8

Any other business.

The AGM will be followed by a talk from committee member Les
Southall entitled ‘Tudgey Family History and Ferns’.
Les is well-known to members of our Society and his talks are always
entertaining and informative.
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This year’s Flower Show & Fête
Saturday 13th July

Autumnal Tundry Bridge by Hugh Craddock

Reminder
AGM
Thursday 7th March 2019 at 7.30 pm
At the W.I. Hall, The Street, Crookham Village, GU51 5SJ

the newsletter of the DW&CVHS

